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libraries she shows how wide open were 
her eyes and how keen her perception 
of the spirit and significance of the work 
and its points of social attachment. 
Among the dozen and a half chapters are 
Home circulation of books; Open shelves; 
Traveling libraries; Library schools; Li- 
brary commissions and 3 chapters on the 
feature which evidently has most im- 
pressed her, Work with children and 
schools. 

Wisconsin library commission. Current 
index, annual cumulation for 1908. 46p. 
News of the world in one alphabet and 

Wisconsin news in another. 

THE NEW COPYRIGHT LAW 

Supplementing the notice in the report 
of the Committee on Federal relations, 
the Secretary of the Library copyright 
League sends the following statement. 

"The new copyright law passed both 
houses of Congress on March 3rd. Its 
provisions in so far as they affect libraries, 
are as follows: 

1 Libraries, and kindred institutions, 
may import one copy in any one invoice, 
of any book copyrighted in the United 
States, provided said copy is not a pirat- 
ical one. They may import foreign edi- 
tions of copyright books which make up 
a part of libraries purchased en bloc. 

2 The law precisely states that nothing 
in it shall be construed to forbid, prevent, 
or restrict the transfer of any copy of a 
work copyrighted under the law the pos- 
session of which has been lawfully ob- 
tained. 

The law goes into effect on July first, 
of the present year. It was recommended 
unanimously by both the House and Sen- 
ate Committees on Patents, and passed 
both the House and Senate without divis- 
ion, and with very little debate. 

The libraries have lost, by this law, the 
privilege of importation of piratical edi- 
tions, and the privilege of importing more 
than one copy in any one invoice. The 
first privilege all librarians should feel to 
be a dishonest one. The second was one 
which was desirable, but it simply, in the 
new law, requires a separate invoice when 
it is desired to import more than one copy. 

The libraries have gained a provision of 
law which makes illegal any control of 
the retail selling price of a book by the 
publisher. Recent decisions of the courts 



have authorized such control, based on the 
old law, but this enactment does away 
with this, and, if upheld by the courts, it 
does away with the "net price system," 
against which libraries have fought so 
many years. 

The greatest credit for the passage of 
this law should be given to the Commit- 
tees on Patents of both the houses of Con- 
gress, and especially to Hon. Frank D. 
Currier and Senator Reed Smoot, chair- 
men respectively of the House and Sen- 
ate Committees on Patents, who have 
given an enormous amount of time to the 
development of a fair law, and have 
treated every person having an interest in 
the matter with uniform courtesy. 

Those who desire to examine the law 
carefully may send for a copy of the bill 
numbered H. R. 28192, 60th Congress, 2d 
session, which, with practically no 
changes except those in spelling or cor- 
rection of typographical errors, is the 
law as passed. Mr Currier, I am sure, 
would be glad to send a copy. 

W. P. CUTTER." 
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